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again set up, at his majesty's pleasure. This spot
he has selected for his recreation on account of
the mild temperature and salubrity of the air,
and he accordingly makes it his residence during
three months of the year, namely, June, July, and
August; and every year, on the twenty-eighth
day of the moon, in the last of these months, it is
his established custom to depart from thence,
and proceed to an appointed place, in order to
perform certain sacrifices, in the following man-
ner. It is to be understood that his majesty keeps
up a stud of about ten thousand horses and mares,
which are white as snow; and of the milk of these
mares no person can presume to drink who is
not of the family descended from Jengizkhan,
with the exception only of one other family,
named Boriat, to whom that monarch gave the
honourable privilege, in reward of valorous
achievements in battle, performed in his own
presence. So great, indeed, is the respect shown to
these horses that, even when they are at pasture
in the royal meadows or forests, no one dares to
place himself before them, or otherwise to im-
pede their movements. The astrologers whom he
entertains in his service, and who are deeply
versed in the diabolical art of magic, having pro-
nounced it to be his duty, annually, on the
twenty-eighth day of the moon in August, to
scatter in the wind the milk taken from these
mares, as a libation to all the spirits and idols